F Th 7%. - 8 J e 
* F - 7 - A , x 4 ; . S 2 
* 9 —— . N SS ". 
— 2 o 


- 2 6 HE 


1 


HIST ORY 
+ gp OF 
Conformity 
| Or a PROOF of the) 
\ MISCHIEF 
airy 
\ IM POSITIONS, 
MH FROM THE 
EXPERIENCES 
Of more than 
; One Hundred Tears. 


LONDON: 
Printed by 4. Maxwell, and R. Roberts, 1 6 8 1. 


— — we * 


= 
* SY N 
LAGS | 7 
A I 
7 ew 
. < 
wha” 
1 * _ — — 
— * — cory 
f qa 


* 
2 
2 
"= 
_ 
G =* 
— = 
— 
— 
S 
2 
14 


e eee 88 


8 


| 
? 


I ——ů — "ow 


— — — — — 


— . 
TIES I 


wy * - * : 2 ; : ; 888 r i. 
T 3 10 ; . = "9A EI 5 3 5 of 4 
>». „ 
\ % 8 — 
1 1 n FE % 2% 
. 1 2 a [1 
4 o 7 
4 i * 
8 : J 2 * ' BL FX 7 , 
i F ; « - | 12 4 4 EE 14 * 1 5 . 5.4 Vs ia # 4 
— * 1 - = Y 4 ins. Jas £ 2 
gs 4 20 2 ” * 7 * "Mx * L ET 8 > J Sz * | y a ; 
1188 Fr tenen 
* . 7s \ LA bY - 1 
— 5 , * __ a : , 
3 114 ger +; 2 \ 1120 a in 719143 ons 
2 Fo =. * : 
N 1 173 f4 "=, 2 . 0 6 
g 4 my U — I 18 £ 4 2 f 4 . - 1411 # 4 = Ft g x 15 7 
1 * - . % $ 
1 bs * BY 113 I % * , l ; ; 
: ; , s A \ 4 4% \ - * 1 1 
* x dl - b — 
* 1 4 5 . 4 TY : f 5 ; . 
. - A, * * * - Gow © 
+ 1 * 1 5 . G a a ; 
þ : a * { L 0 0 
— 17 


Chriſtian Readerꝰ 0 e 
| | HAT wasin a great meaſure peoved bef6te 
the (ommrittee of Parliament in the year 1666, 
that London was burned by the treachery of Pa- 
pts, and hath withal heen ſuſpected à long 
time by our wiſe and diſcerning” Patriots, that 
a Plot was by them laid to ſubvert the Government 
of the Nation, and introduce the Popiſh Religion, hath been fo fully 
proved by a variety of Evidence before the greateſt Courts of Judi- 
cature in England, ſince the firſt difcovery of the late Helliſh Plot, 
and that with this advantage (to convince us of the Villany and 
danger of that party), That they had upon it grafted a deſign for 
the baſtening of the other to aſſaſſinate hu moſt Sacred Majeſty, and 
ſeveral eminent Peers,and by a Popiſh army to maſſacre all Proteſtants, 
as none can deny it with any degree of modeſty, And if any had 
any inclinations to it, the murther of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey, and 
|; Aſſaſſination of Mr. Arnold, the manifold lyes, perjuries, ſuborna- 
tions, which have been proved againſt them, the device of the 
ern AMeal-tub Plot, &c. to ſpoil the credit of the manifold proofs a- 
gainſt them, have been, ſuch convictions as none hath been able to 
} | outface, unleſs ſuch as have dreamed of a liberty, yea and a merit 
doo, for, and in doing any thing for the reputation of the Catholick 
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Church, as they nickname the Synagogue of Rome. It is as evident 
that the deſign of the Popiſh faction was to have caſt the Odium of 
I theſe actions upon the Proteſtants. The Odium of Sir Edmondbury 
8 Godfreys death ſhould have been caſt upon Detzauches of that Reli- 
gion, had it not been unluckily difcovered that he was murthered 
within the Walls of Sommer ſet Houſe. But that of the Kings Death 
' (could they have effected it) ſhould have been thrown on the Pres- 
8 . ee @ name under which: of late they have comprehended all 
3 i ſſentert.) This ſhould have engaged our credulous and furious 
, | A2 men 
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To the Reader. 


men to have helped them to have deſtroyed the Diſſenters, while they 
ſhould have got their C atholick Army ina capacity at Taft to have 
deſtroyed them alſo. This reſtleſs party having had this long in their 
defign, no doubt wonderlully influenced ſome to procure ſuch a ſet- 
tlement of Religion upon his Aajeſties Reſtauration as ſhould pro- 
duce Diſſenters enough; nor is it reaſonable to think that all the 
latter ſevere Acts againſt Diſſenters were not the fruits of their coun- 
ſels, conſidering how conducive they were to make a great number 
of Proteſtants willing for their own eaſe to have had an Unzwerſal 
Toleration, which (though nothing is or can be more contrary to 
Popiſh Principles) would admirably have ſerved their deſign, giving 
an undiſturbed liberty to their Prieffs and Feſuits (who can never 
have an abode in any place without contriving the ruin of thoſe they 
call Hereticks) in our own bowels to havecontrived our ruin. Or 
if this failed (as indeed it did) yet they knew that this way they 
ſhould employ all our Courts of Fudicature againſt Proteſtants, ſo 
as they ſhould not look after them; and beſides, raiſe a mighty odium 
and prejudice in the hearts of Proteſtants one againſt another, ſo as 
whatever Villany they ſhould have effected, it would have been eaſie 
to haye charged it upon Diſſerters, and there had been a party of 
Proteſtants in name ready prepared to give credit to it. It is now 
evident to all who will not wilſully ſhut their eyes, how near they 
were to have accompliſhed their deſign. But God in infinite mercy 
hath prevented the accompliſhment. After all this one would rea- 
ſonably think that there ſhzuld not be one Proteſtant in England, 
who ſhould net think it high time for our Superiors to unite all Pro- 
teſtants. A thing the mcre eaſie and reaſonable, becauſe it is appa- 
rent that it may be done without the leaſt offence to God, or ſcan- 
dal to the generality of Reformed Churches; and by the abatement 
only of ſome things which being abated, We ſhall be much more 
like all Reformed Churches, than we are. 

But againſt this ſome make a mighty outer, (out of what deſig 
God knoweth.) For it is alittle myſterious, that thoſe men who all 
along have been great pleaders for a reconciliation betwixt us and the 
Church. of Rome, and the true Diſciptes of thoſe Biſhops, who to 
prevent the offence If that Church, took upon them in the time of 
Ring C harles the firſt to expunge paſſages out of the (ommon- Prayer. 
Bock, and to bring us as near as poſſible to them, erected Altar, 
brought in Tapers, and twenty things more; ſhould, now that they 
lee the effect of thoſe endeavours for, and favours to Papiſts, e 
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To the Reader. 
willing for the-recnciting'of all Prſlants'to abate thaſe things 
which -themſebves' own” no'' where: Ipecighy con mafHded by God; 
and this too A time when+the Poprſlubleody Knives are at all our 
Tron, -vV n ee 5373 eee eee 2122 e 

"Eſpecially conſidering that ĩhe true cauſe of retaining our C re- 
mouies at the firſt, and forming our Common. Prayer: Book. in the me- 
thod it is, was originally adefireto far. to commend our Worſhip to 
the 'Papits (whole Religion lyes all in Ceremonies and Set. forms) that 
they might be proſelyted to us; and the effect, we have lecn after an 
hundred years and upwards, is but the hardning of Papiſts, and the 
alienating infinite numbers of Proteſtants ſt om us 

I am aware that a late Author in his Book call'd, The Unreaſ n- 

ableneſs of Separation, hath given us an account ot three other rea. 
{ons of the firſt Ilmpoſition of the Ceremonies upon the Reformation. 
I. A due reverence to Antiquity. 2. To manifeſt the juſtice and 
equity of the Reformation, by letting the Papiſts ſee we did not break. 


- communion with them for things meerly indifferent. 3. To ſhew aur 
conſent with other Proteſtant Churches, But he had better have ſaid: 


nothing. For will ſome ſay, How have we reverenced Antiquity in 
retaining three of their ceremonies, and leaving out twenty more of 
greater antiquity (if we may believe the Books we have) than the 
Surplice and kneeling at the Sacrament, two of the three we have re- 
tained can pretend unto ? Beſides that, all the account we have of 
antiquity is from Books Printed within 200 years (for Printing is 
very little older), from Manuſcripts, which it they bear date three 
hundred years aſter Chriſt, mult be 1100 years old when they were 
Printed. If we ſtretch antiquity to 600 years aſter Chriſt, they muſt 
be 800 years old, and all that time generally kept in the hands of 
the known depravers of all Books that ever came in their hands 
where was any thing not for the purpoſes of their Church. 
Now what reverence is due to any ſuch worm- eaten Records of anti- 
quity, let any men of ſenſe judg. | ö 

His ſecond reafon is as invalid z for what need was there of our 
keeping two or three Ceremonies to teſtifie we did not differ from 


them for meer matters of indi r when ſo many Books, ſo many 
ro 


Diſputations, teſtified we differed from them becauſe of their IAdola- 
try in: many things, and their Doctrine of Faſtification by Works, 


c. The laſt is yet of all the moſt weak; for how did we by it ſhew 


our conſent with other Proteſtant Churches ; In the year 1 552 which 


was the laſt of King Edward; in the year 1358, which was the 


firſt. 


To-the Reader. 


firſt of Queen, Fx ale, these Were no Prateſtavs Chu olos but the 

Tutheran Churches, the Switzerland, Churches, and what of Centva, 
beſides ſome in Gera@ny,which:{ollowed: the, R formation of Suit» 
zerland and Geneva. In retaining theſe Ceremonies we ſhewed a 
diſſent to the Reformed Churches in Switzerland, and at Geneva, and 
all choſe who followed their order, and fhewed our conſent only 
with the Zutherar Churches fo imperſectly reformed, that in the 
Synod at Dort the Meſſengers of all Refermed Churches) there met; 
made a difficulty to afford them the name of Proteſtants, though l 


think the name Prateſtant better agreed to, them than that of En 


gelici, which was the name the R eformed were known by for the 
ten firſt years after the Reformation began, Beſides; that for Kyeel- 
ing at the Sacrament, the Saxon Churches retainitupen their pecu - 
liar notion, here in they differ from all other Refor wed Churches, 
viz. T he (orporeal Preſence of Chriſt in aud with that Ordinunds. 
For the retaining of ſome Ceremonies in the Fav Ghurches, a 
double account is to be given. . Luther and Anhſdorſius were great 
Zealots for them, partly to quiet the people, who had ſo lately been 
Papiſts; and it may be partly in oppoſition to Zuinglius, and ſpeci- 
cially to Carole ſtadius, who had made himſelf the Author of abo- 
liſhing ſome, during Luther's abſence, when he was hid for fear of a 
Decree at Worms. Melancthon (a very learned man) being of a more 
fo t duttile ſpirit, with Juſtus Fonas, and ſome others, took Luther's 
part. Caroloſtadius was run down; both Zuinglius and Caroloſtadius 
ſaw that the retaining any of the Popiſh Ceremonies would have no 
deſired effect, but rather ſcandalixe their friends, and harden the 
Papiſts; and the taking themaway afterward, would be called a 
Refining upon a Refining; they therefore, though they bare- with 
much tome few years, yet took the firſt opportunity to throw them 
all out where they had to do, The cafe was much the ſame with us 
in England; our Ceremonies were retain'd upon no ſuch pretences 
as were before expreſſed, There was no Reverence in it ſhewed. to 
antiquity. No couſent (hewed with the mit or. beſt Reformed: hurches 
at that time. But our beſt and moſt eminent Miniſters had been Pa- 
piſts, uſed their Miſſal, practiced all their. Ceremonies. At that 
ine to have receded from the Papiſts in all things fit to have been 
receded from, might have been oddly looxt upon by the people. 
Beſides that the people im times of Nopery were much ſtrangers to 
any thing of Religion but Conemonires: and:hearing Meſs 3 hence: (as) 
way be een inthe frſt EAuinm of the; Commis Prayir ) many things: 


Were 
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were put in, which were leit out by the B:ſbops in then2d Bab on 

in K. Eam. time. And had it pleitſed God atter Q Atari tim 10 
have continued us ſuch Biſhops as Cramer, Hooper, Latina, Cos 
verdale, &c. there is little doubt but theſe Controverſies had long 
ſince been at an end. But gur Buſnops many of them were ſueh mo- 
derate men as could abide ere all Queen Aries, time; others of 
them were ſuch as indeed had been beyond Sea, but very zealous 
there to keep up the Book, in the framing of which: themſelves had 
an hand ( amotigft theſe was Dr. Cor), the fame reafon held as in 
K. Ed. the 6. time, for humouring the people; thus the Ceremo- 
nies came at firſt to be eſtabliſned. For the Forms af Fraper, there 
was not the ſame reaſon for eſtabliſhing: tome Forms at pre ſom in 
that ſtate-of-the: Ghureb; there could ſearce have been an Praying 
er Preaching without ſome Forms botti of Prayers and Sermons; 
there were twenty reading Miniſters for one who: had any compe- 
tent abilities either to Pray or Preach; "But the reaſon was the very 
{fame ſor the eſtabliſhing. io many of the Old Forms, and keeping 
Methods agreeing to none of any Reformed Church. U offer it to 
any knowing perſons to judg whether (whatever be ſaid by ſome) 
this was not the true-reafon of the firſt eſtabliſſiment; and they 

were no invaluable reaſons for the contmuance of them for ſome 
few years until people were brought off more from their old Swper- 
fit ions. I find that in moſt places of Germany at firſt, the Refor ma- 
tien was gradual, tome Ceremomes and Supenſtitious uſages were caſt 
out one yeat, ſome the next; ſome ſeveral years afier the Goſpel 


was firſt Preached in thoſe places. | 


But why th:ſe ſhould! be continuęd after twenty years, when it 
was ſeen that the continuance of them had no effect to bring in 
Papiſts, but gave a great ſcandal to, and made a great diviſion a- 
— — aid when people were further enlightned, and 
their firſt heats! for their old ways of 'worſhip were abated, is a much” . 
greater myſtery: ; yet We ſhall find that in the 25, 26, 27 years of 
Queen Eliaabath, there was a more ſevere urging theſe things than 
ever befote. I am lot to think any rancor againſt thoſe at that 
time called Purit ant, was the Original cauſe; hut do believe that an 
impleymentitor thoſe ho managed the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, without 
uſing tie ir power againſt the Papsftzy or Moral Debauchees, might © 
beo little angument in tho cauſe and ia deſign driven; by the Papiſts -. 
and Athriſis id the Nation tot hat purpoſe 

Such Conſiderations as theſe dould never affect an Engliſb Parlia- 

F | Pens. -: 
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To the Reader. 


ment ſo as to make a firſt eſtabliſhment of them: But the ſuce ein 
Parliaments and Princes found them in poſſe ſſion ( that wo ſuy is. his 
parts f 4 Law) and ſome Zealots in the Church ſtrained their wits 
to make them appear lamful and ſo within the power of, she Spe- 
riour, and for many of them ſeveral good: men had not then 1 
enough to diſcern their aniamfuiueſe. & as there were very fe 
that wroteto purpoſe on that argument (Dr. Ames was almoſt the 
only man in his age.) Indeed the Ceremonies, the reading the Old 
Tranſlation of the Scripture, atid the Aporryphal Books, the Sub. 
ſcription, That there was nothing in the Common Prayer Bock, and 
Book, of Ordaining Prieſts and Deacons, but what was agreeable to 
Gods Word, were an hundred year ſince argued againſt as unlawful; 
as I could prove by ſeveral: writings of the Nonconformiſfts-of thoſe 
times (l have ſeen an ancient Manuſcript of them big enough for 2 
juſt ſolio), ſome things were not then practiſed, nor required to be 
put in ure, though they were in the Queens Injunttions, &c. (lome 
of them at ſeaſt.) Ia all the caſes of Nonconformiſts in Queen Eliza- 
beths time, I find not a Miniſter complaining for being inforced to 
receive, or to adminiſier the Sacrament to people kneeling, I find no- 
thing of any ſuffering for not bowing at the name of Feſus, not railing 
in the Communion-T able, not ſetting ait Altarwiſe, not reading tlie 
ſecond ſervice at. it, with many more tuch things which were brought 
into practice by Archbiſhop Laud, Biſhop Wren, and others. One 
great pretence of keeping up many of theſe things, was to avoid the 
ſcandal. of the Papiſts, and to intice them to our Religion, & ce. 
We have now ſeen the effects of this in the experience of an hun- 
dred years, which have been too ſad to particularize; it were eaſie 


to make a Book of As and Monuments twice as big as Mr. Foxes,” 


with the ſufferings of holy and good men, upon theſe accounts in 
that time. What manner of perſons the Di ſſenters are, the experi- 
ence of twenty years fince his Majeſties Re ſtauration, hath ſufficient- 


ly inſormed the world. What have the moſt fiery of their adverſa-" 


ries to object againſt them except in the matters of their God? 
What kird of friend the Popiſh party hath been, hath been alſo 
made {y{rcient'y evident, I humbly leave it to the judgment of his 


Mol Excelient Majeſiy and his Parliament, whether ſeeing (con- 
feſledly ) it av be withhut ·offence to the Diving Majeſty, The ta. 
ing away ef thoſe things which alone make the Partitiam mall betwixt 
Prot. tants and Prote tanta; be not as politici as pidus, conſidering 


the HiStory of Conformity from the firſt unto this very day, which 
ST might 
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To tbe Reader. 
more reaſonable if L would have in- 

re of 4 — men on 
this account, (of which I have a plenty) but: I had rather they 
ſhould be forgotten , N gt the 2 | 2 before the 
time have given up their account, and. know. whether they did 
good oc eil; and if au Be-alive, I hope all good wen will ſay, 
be the Neligibus cart of our Superiors to prevent any further com- 
plaints ot this nature in our Streets, for the Lord moſt certainly 


1 1 


heareth the cy of the Innocent and oppreſſed. 
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HE notion of conformity with us in England; hath: 
always ſignified a compliance with, and obedience to. 
ſuch commands of Superiors in matters of Dali rina, 
Worſhip, and Government: of the Church, as are no 
where cuprefly originated in the Word ol God, 
but ſuppoſed to be there left to liberty.; and being 

neither there commanded, nor forbidden, are preſumed to be mat- 
ter gf Superior juſt commands. 


e power · of Superiors to command in things which the parties 
commanded do agree indifferent, was never. yet diſputed by the ge- 
nerality of Nonconformiſts. But there being many things which: 
Superiors call indifferent, which the Inferiors verily believe to be 
wilawful, the difference hath chicfly been about theſe, and Rill is ſo- 
to this day. N : | 
T7 En. R eformation of this Nation from Pepery in the days of 
R. Edw. the 6th, in the year 1552, (which was 6 &aw. 6th) there 
were Articles of Faith agreed on; and in the 2.& 3 Bdw. G. cap. i. 
& 5 & 6 Edw 6. cap. 1. two Acts were made referring to two Com- 
nun- Prayer Books made in the ſhort Reign of that excellent Prince. 

It muſt be known, that beſore this time in the time of K. Hen. 8. 
there were great fonndations for Reformation laid, in the ſuppreſſion 
of Mona ſteries, taking away the Popes Supremacy deſtruction of 
Appeals ta Rome, Printing the Bible in Engliſh ; but there was no Re- 
formation in Doctrins, Worſhip;or Diſcipline. For the Doctrine, it 
appeareth to have been Popsſh hy the 457 Articles; the firſt of which 
yet was ſo penned; as though it eſtabliſned a corporal preſence of 
Chriſt in the Supper, yet it ſeemed to leave it indefinite, whether in 
the Popiſh or Lather«n ſenſe, which poſſibly gave Archbiſhop 

| | Cramer 
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Bobk , would have returned to thetr 
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on. The other ſive articles againſt giving the cup to the Laity, anti 
for Private Maſſes, and Moni ſh Vows, Auricular Confeſſion, and 
Prieſts Marriages, were perfectly Popiſb. So as in that time no Wan- 
conformiſt appear d, but as to Doctrine, of which Lambert tht 
Martyr was one, and ſo were all thoſe that ſuffered upon the ac 
count of the fix Articles, together with multitudes Who fled into 
other Countries to avoid that Perſecution. OT 


*. 


Latimer and others {who were then dead as Martyrs), and choſe to, 
85 according to their ſentiments in theſe matters, withqus. 
ſo'de'\welghing things às the'matter required, or having not 775 
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: kindneſs to paor Diſſenters, ti 


The Hy of Gor 
caightiby in ore with his a ne | 
from H t his ares gnt warner Ars 12 7 
Enancfert, und bropght in: the li Bon umso gt them j vor did 
this ſatisfie him; but he muſt alfo turn out their Pa- 
ſtor Mr. Knox; and: that not from his only, See the Trou⸗ 
but: out of Franc fort; proruting him (by ſome of his Hes at kranc- 
party): to be; accuſed to ther or 2a: 5 he tony Ne. 
hid two years before: Preached: im nb hain ſhire + 
here in Exgianu, in vrhich he had :Jome; paſſages refieting opel the 
Emperoxr of 1 an Lviater, Go. Which made ſome of the 
Senate adviſe him to leave the City; becauſe the Imperial Court was 
then at Auiburgh; and if this malicious party had carried an accu- 
ſationagainft higi thithery and the Ewperenr ſhould require the City 
to deliver him 384 Traytor: to: him, they could not xefuſe him. 
Which mad My. Koz and's conſiderable party of that Church re- 
move to Seneua. Thirwarithe — 2 fruits of the, conformable mens 
that time they were both parties 
voluntary Exiles in a ſtrange Land for the common Canſe of Religion, 
So that Dr. Cor, ho was. after ward Bien ef Bly and Herre, 
who. wavafterwardsmadeBiſhop.of Wincheſter, were leſt in poſſeſ- 
fion.of: that Church, und there performed their Devotions by the 
liſh Commons PrayersRovh,, - wwhich'atthat-tune-had had but the e- 
ſtablithment of one year before it was thrown out for the Maſs i in 
England; 
; Sun Elizabeth came to the Crown Three ye ars aſter this, in the 
year 1558. Upon which, the baniſhed from all parts returned, both 
thoſe Ho had fled from King Hen 8. perſecution, for the Six Ar- 
ticles, who if any of them returned before, were driven back again 3 
and thoſe who fled from Qieen Maries perſecution, from 1553. to 
1558. Theſe (if we may believe Biſhop Bavcroft and Dr. Fuller) 
having beyond Sea ſucked in the Proteſtant principles for Worſhip as 
well as. Niſeipline, were the Fathers of Nencon 1 in England: * 
But theſe were either many more than | could ever fiud regificed, or 
elſe under both per ſetatiana multitudes muſt lye hid in England: Ad 
indeed ſome make the cauſe of the diſferem apprebenſions in Prote- 
rat that time to lye here; That thoſe moſt favourable to Cen- 
uy, and promoters of it, were ſuch as had never been abroad, 
but during both thoſe per opt nx ner weathered the ſtorm in England ;" 
and the . Nonconformiſts, ſuch as had been abroad, and ſeen the or- 
An, Order aud Diſciplius of the Churches in Suitcerlaud, and Ger- 


many, 7 


any, and at Grnevs, But this is not Mnivet ſally true 3 for hot 
Dr. Car and Herm were at Fraue ſum, yet en ough ſot 


turn into Exgla n. e gin 
in the firſt year of Queen Elizabeth ſeveral Alls paſſed, which 
revived the Reformation, Uniting the Eccieſiaſtical Furiſdittion to 
the Crown, Repealing Queen Maries All of Repeal, and reviving 
ſeveral Statutes for the Reformation made in the time of Hen. 6 
and Edw. 6. ——ð Uniformity of Prayers. And it is to be no- 
ted, that theſe Al, paſſed without the aſſent of one Biſhop: there 
were at this time hat Fourteen preſent, and they were all Papiſts, 
and notorious Diſſenters from all Acts of this nature. This by tfte 
way may let my Reader underſtand the Popsfo deſign of a party a- 
mongſt us, for whom it is not enough that the Clergy: be owned as 
one of the Three 1 the Reals (of which the King is the 
Head) but they will alſo have them to be one of the Three Statet in 
Parliawext ; which if they be, no Law. ean be of force that wants 
the conſent of ſome of them. So that if that notion were yeilded, 
all our Acts for Reformation muſt be concluded Nulities.. ' ws 
It was the ſecond year of the Queen beſore we had a ſet of Prote- 
ſtaut Biſhops. It was her Majeſties intereſt at that time, fo to govern 
her ſelf, as: to caray an equal hand to all Proteſtants; accordingiy 
ſhe fil d up the B5ſbopricks, partly with men that during the late per- 
— had 'Raid in England; partly of ſuch as had fled beyond 
the Seas. 15 


1. Mathew Parker,” Archbiſhop of Camerbury he had lived a 
private life in England. | | ) | | "R 
2, Edward Grindall, Biſhop of London. ry 


3. Robert Horne, Biſhop of Winchefter. | 
4. Richard Cox, Biſhop of Ely. Theſe, if no 
5. Edward Sands, Bilhop of Worceſter, mare, had been 
6. John Fewel, Biſhop of Satibury- Exiles. 
2 Tho:Beatbam, B 'of Coventry and at TTY 


'$. John Parkburſt, Biſhop of Norwich. _ 
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7 1. Raban ; 
13. 6 2. had been be- 
. Epen C Racheftir, |; I yond Sea, du-- 
G. Walger ey Biſhop of Exeter. * ring the perſe- 
5 16. Cdwonageuuler, Biſhop of Peterborough. cution, I an- 

17. Kichard Cheyney, Biſhop of Gloceſter. |. not tell. 
18. [Thomas Toung, Archbiſhop of York. L | 

19. Fames Piſbington, Biſhop of Durban. 
20. John Beſt, Buhop of Carliſtie. . 

21. George Downham, Biſhop of Cheſter. * 


1 


| Whether theſe. 


The other Biſſtopricks were either detained in the Queens hands, 
or held in (ommendam Thele mer were all of. them Conformeſts,. 
but ſome ot them knew the heart of Swfferers for their conſciences- 
towards God, for themſelves had been ſuch; indeed they generally 
had been ſo, though in differcnt degrees. This temper of theſe Bi- 
ſhops gave that party much quiet for teveral years, who could not a- 
gree to the Liturgy and Ceremonies. | find a very large Petition- 
preſented by multitudes to the Queer, Anno 1 56 1. which was the 
Third year of her Reign, in Three or Four Sheets A. S. where they 
complain of inſuſſicient and ſcandalous Miniſters, of Pluraliſts, and 
Non-reſidents, and Lawyers being Miniſters, but 1 find not the leaſt 
complaint of any ſaſpended, deprived, &. 

Yet even at the firſt | find Mr. Coverdale reſuſing to be reſtored to 
his Biſpoprict of Exeter, and Reverend Gilpen refuſing the Biſhop-- 
rick of Carliſle. | 

Cn Subſeription was yet required to any thing, by any Legal 
Authority ze nor was the uſe of all the Common Prayer- Book, or an 
exalt obſervance: of the Ceremonies, generally urged. This kept all 
in quiet ſome years: the people enjoyed the labours of their godly 
Miniſters: the Miniſters at that time ſcrupled not to uſe ſome parts 
ol; the Common Prayer: the Biſhops did not exact their uſe of the 
more offenſive parts of it, nor of the Ceremonies: ſome particular 
Offei als were a little buſſe; and ſome ſew, very few men were ſufferers 
by them: but the Body of the Nonconforming Miniſters and people 
were much quiet, until not only Arch-Biſhop Parker was dead, but 
Biſhop Grindall alfo, who ſucceeded him in that, who died about 
158.3. about the 25th of the Queen. | 10 


wn 30 90 Mic . nun ite wech 0 


C 2 axliamint until the ye 
192  Gwhich 4 6. 5 . quired * 


ſubſcribed by 10 as were ro he lite rl. and 
further: rhan 5 fir de weber ce Gab e the B. 
& rine of the Sttraments," Was exate@ from all -Mikifters.. * 
After the agreement in them by the Cohworation, ' 1 aeg 
Biſhops without any Authority rb Parliament, impoſed a Subſcriy- 
tion to the whole number of them upon ald Miniſters in their Dioceſ- 
ces; the refuſal of Which cauſed the ſuffer ings of ſeveaal particular 
men. Fohn Fox being required to Subſcribe, pulled out his Greek 
Teſtament, and-plainly told-the Archbiſhop, he wauld Subſcribe to no- 


thing but thut; but yet ſuch was the gravity of the man, ſuch his Z- 


minency for his ſervice to the Church, that he was let alone. 


The famous Lance Hunfry, and une Gilby, and ſome others 


appeared Nanconformiſt o. 


Betwixt 1563 and 158 3. alſo celpecialyi in the latter part oi that 


time) the Biſhops began to preſs a Subſeription to Two Articles wore, 
the one to aoknowledg the Queens Supremacy: that none denied, or 


as good as none: the other was, that the Common Prayer-Book, the 


Boobs of Howilies and the Book-of ordering Biſuops, Prieſts and Dea- 
Cons; cont armed: in them not hing contrary" t the Mord of God. To 


this day there is no Book ot Canons confirmed by Farliament that 
requireth any ſuch thing: but I cannot find thatrthere was any C- 
non about theſe things, that had King EAward's, or Queen Flix a. 


bet hs aſſent notified under the Broad Seal, lo as it could pretend to 


any Legal eſtabliſhment, - 

But the Biſept of that Age were adventuting! to: eſtabliſh theſe 
things upon their own Authority, directly contrary:tothe:'Statute 
25- Henry 8. which-reſtraihed them from putting any Canons vn uſe, 
to be made after that time, unleſs they firſt had the Kings Asam. 


The Oath of Supremacy was 4240 eſtabliſhed by. act 1/f. Ek. 
but a . The uſe of het Comma was 


comman Jed by an Act 1/t Elia. but a Subſcriptinn, that tiker chete wide 
uin header —— num in the Bont f Ordering RA 


ſhops, Prieſts and Dtavers; contrary to the — under a 


penalty of — . my 
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| The Hiſtory of Conformity. 2 
often put to them by the Hs ops, Will you uſe that which you: will « FR 
ſubſcribe lo, that it contains not ing repu 


| i contains not oy to Gods word ? isealily 
ſwered : There was a great part of the Book ( viz. the Rubricks} 


| that were not to be uſed in God's Worſhip. Nor did they uſe it 
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all, but ſome part of it, which was not offenſive to them and other 
good people. _ | | | 5 
But altho mary ſuffered upon this new impoſition after Whitgife 
came to be a conſiderable figure in the Church; yet the great ſhock 
was after that he came (upon the death of Grindal) to be Arch- 


- þ ſhop of Canterbury, which was about the year 1583. and the firſt 


c. nliderable Nonconformizy of Miniſters in England is to be dated 
from this time. MN | - 

Some ſeparation there was before this time: For Biſhop Bancroft 
in his Dangerous Poſitions tells us, That within the ten or eleven fir 
years of the Ducens reign, many of the people ſeparated, meeting in 
woods and fields. But their numbers. were not valuable, nor their 
perſons much conſiderable z they were generally as ſheep without a 
Shepherd, few or no Miniſters being amongſt them, at leaſt of any 
note or 7 to give them any great name or repute. 

The: Author of the Book entituled, The unlamful practices of the 
Frelates, which was wrote aboùt that time, tells us, That as to Pre- 
reſtant.Diſſenters, the Queen had a moſt peaceable Government for the 


firſt twenty four years of her reign. Towards ſome particular good © 


bl 


1 en, ſome bard dea "gs were ſhewed here and there, by the inſligation 
of _ ignorant and half Popiſh perſons, for lack of judgment and 
Aoweap. | 355 — a "Ros va | 

8 That which poſſibly gave occaſion to this activity of the Biſhops, 
were two ſorts of Diſſenters which they obſerved amongſt the Mi- 
niſters. | 

Some who only diſſented as to the Common-prayer-book and Cere- 

monies, of which number were Mr. Field, Mr. Wilcox, Mr. Stan- 
don, Mr. Box ham, Mr. Saintcloe, Mr. Clare, Mr. Edmonds. Others 
that were alſo for the Reformation of Diſcipline, amongſt whom 
were Mr. Clark, Mr. Travers, Mr. Barber, Mr. Gardner, Mr. Che- 
ſtou, Mr. Crook, Mr. Egerton, who were all betrayed by one Mr. 
Folm ſon who, was wont to meet with them, and many of them moſt 
miſerably treated in the High Commiſſion upon it. bo 
„A gre: t noife' was made of. the election of a Precbytery at Wanidſe, 
worth in Farzy, the meaning of which was no more than this. The 
25 the Brſhops Orders enten ans no further to the trial and 
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925 10 K 4 10 hel FL who were, | 
Er, 6. to draw. 15 a new body of 1 Laws : 

ng cnough to ſet his Hand 

ad no legal force) hag : 
rely Gerbemined ; "Ti it, de Nrassge, Cap. 5. 
NVeewill have er to the Table of. the Land ad; 28. 

be bath made profe Nan of his faith. 
What ſhoutd — Miniſters do in 155 caſe > they could act but L 
wouſly; it ſeems at Wandſworth in Surry, there was a people 


t that 3 ſubmitted. to this; what harm waz this to the Bis - 


"ot + the truth is, this buſioek, of diſcipline came into very little- 


debate before 1584. after-that Subſcription had. been ſo fatally i im- 


In ſerecal Dieceſſes | perceive there were ſome circumſtantiel va- 
tlations in the forms ge im ö 1 o let my Reader therefore 
t. 


_ knoy what it eons. ye it him. as lieh in the, 36th "Canon, : 
3. bene LA A received any. thy like, a leg 'C 45 tien, 
which: was at leaſt A 36-year . years after'it was fi .an0 full * 
Jyears alter ĩt was rigorouſl y Freſh = 1. Art. 
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The Hiftory of Conformity. -_- 


1. Art. That the Queens Majeſty , under God, it the Supreme 


Governenr of this Realm, and of all other her Hig linefſes Dominions, 
and Terretories, ar well in all Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical things or cau- 
ſes, as Temporal ;, and that no era Prince, Perſon, State or Po- 
tentate, bath, or ought to have any Furiſdiftion, Power, Superiority, 
or Preheminence, or Authority, Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual, within her 
Majeſties Realms, Dominions or Countries. | 
2. Art. That he alloweth the Book of Articles, agreed on by the 
- Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, and the whole Clergy, in 
the Convocation holden at London, 1562. and that he acknowledgeth 
All and Every the Articles therein, being in number 39. beſides the 
Ratificationg to be agreeable to the Word of Go. | 
3. Art. That the Book. of Common- Prayer, and of ordering Bi. 
ſhops, Prigfts and Deacons, containeth' in it nothing contrary to the 
Word of God, and that it may lawfully be uſed, and that lg limſelf 
will uſe the form in the ſaid Book, preſcribed in public Prayer 
and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and no other, SY 


This Engine was firft formed by the Archbiſtop Whitgsft, and 
was one of thoſe 16. Propoſals he offered to the Queen, for the ſets 
ling of the Church (a Copy of which in A. S. with two Anfivers 
to them, I have read,) fome little difference there was in the Arch- 
biſhops form: His firft Article was, | 80) 
1. Art. That the Authority which is given her Majeſty, in Canſrs 
Eccleſiaſtical, by the Laws of the Land, is law{ul, and according to 
the Word of God. 7 
The Second Article was his Third, andran thus: 
2. Art. That be allowed the Book of Articles of Religion, agreed 
on by the Archbiſhops and . of both Provinces, and 'the whole 
Clergy in the Convocation helden at London 1562. and ſet forth by 
her Majeſties Authority, and that he agreeth the Articles therein con. 
tained, to be agreeable ta the Word of G. | i 

3. Art. (Which was the Archb:ſhops Second) was word for 
word the ſame. - 


This Motion, of the «Lrebiſhope pur che Queen upon adding 


force to the 1wpoſition, which indeed had been by ſome Brſhops be-, 


gan before, hut now in moſt Dioceſſes it was tigoroiſly preſſed, 

The iſſue of this is. told us by the Author of tlie anlamful praftices 

of Prelates intheſe words: _ RE A a 
CE 1 Whats 
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te The Hiſtory of Conformity. 
Whatſeever was required in Ciuil Cauſes, either that concerned hir 
Aajſty or ebe State, mas by the Minifters embraced wholly and freely. In 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes alſo, whatſoever concerned Doctrine, or otherwiſe, 
was -expreſly required 2 Statute for Subſcription. Thus far at the 
fr.h.all, men with proteſtation offered, but to yeild to. this thing, ſo + 
range and new; without any Law in ftreighter ſort than ever was 
rFeqwred;: That all things were -agneeable- to Gods Word, and not 
againft it ; not only tollerable but allowable,  bothzin the Book of 
Common:Prayer, and in the Book of ordering. Biſhops, Prieſts - 
and/Dcacons. This was refuſed, divers of the Miniſters were ſuſ· 
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pended, multitudes were thruſi cut 
How many godly, able, painful Miniſters were outed all over 
England, | cannot tell, but ex ungue Leonem, I have ſeen a H. S. 
which gives an account of the names of Sixty odd in Saffolk, Twen 
ry one in. Lincolsſhire, Sixty Four in Norfolk,, Thirty eight in Eſſex ; 
which though they ſeem. comparatively few, yet are a great many 
when we. conſider that in Eſex,-at that time, there was an account 
given of 163. Miniſters that never Preach' d, only read Prayers and 
Homilies, and 8 5. more, Pluraliſts, Non reſidents, or perſons moſt 
natorionſly dehaueht..” uf g e ani 211 
This was the firſt fruit of that Archb;fhops preferment, and a 
fair offer at the rooting out of the reformed Religion as ſoon as 
planted, which never did, nor ever wilh live and flouriſh in any 
place, under the conduct of an ignorant, debauched, unpreaching 
ſini try; ſuch a Miniſtry, much better. ſerving. Pepiſh than. Prote- 
ffant purpoſes. . | hy” 
What the Miniſters that were ſuſpended, or deprived did, to 
prevent their miſery; or to get this ſeverity. a little mitigated and - 
_ allayed at this time, in the years 158 3, 1584 + 1585.. I ſhall in-- 
form the, world from the worthy. Author of the Book aforementi- - 
oned, wrote at that very time, and. often quoted by. Biſhop BA. 
ert. "oe NR 3 FD | 
is words are theſe: - . TON 
The Cauſe .was general, means were made, Miniſters preſented. 
Doubts, Proteſtations, Supplications ; they were repulſed, reviled, -. 
threatned; the. Miniſters did indure, ſuſtained with 4 good Conſci- 
ere, but thtir miſtrable flecks were ſubjeF te all diſorders, ſpoils,. 
bauen: Geod men mourned, evil-men-prevailed, Licenſe poſſeſſed all 
| places, nothing was reſerved whole to civil and modeſt life.  Th-ſc. 
*s. Fhings Gentleman of all ſorts took to heart, they lamented their own 
| 42 eftate,- . 
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The tiftory of Conformity: 


tf ate,: and the ett of the | 
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pel drew them, yea the ſafety of her | ajeſty in theſe dangerous times 
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compelled, them, their own Offices of. Fuſtice, which by the word was ſa 
well aided, and which without . it they could not ſteer in 4 ſtorm of fo 
| great confuſion, drew them to, [ut in all bumble ſort to the Archbiſhop, 
hing the wholeſome Dattrine, together with the honeſt life of their 
Paſtors, declaring the breaches, waſte and wrecks of their Country, 
the: preſent evil, the dangers to come; finally craving,that in regard of 
the -ſouls of the people, and their own; be would accept. ſuch 4 Sub: 
ſcription as the Law expreſly appointed [13. Eliz. c. 12.] and reſtore 
the poor men both to their Preaching and Livings. This ſecond means 
prevaiPd with bim Archbiſhbp Whitgift J no wore than the firſt. 
The third was attempted. | . | 
This refuge was to the Honourable Senate of her Majeſties Privy” 
Council. There it was in like manner ſought, and declared, the pro- 
ceedings before uſed with the Archbiſhop. The inconveniency by this 
new dealing ſprang up in the ¶ hurrh and Commonwealth, was ſhewed, 
ters of favour were ſent to the Archbiſhop; in the behalf of Preachers 
did he yet any thing relent ? ſurely no, nay, I would he had not been 
more indurate. Six or Eight months were thus ſpent, the Country de- 
void of Preaching, the calamities of ſome Shires increaſed, te ſtimo- 
nies, infor mations, multiplied. - At the length, ſuch were the com- 
plaints, that ber Majeſties moi Honourable Council dealt very feel- 
ingly in the caſe. 
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Leſt any ſhould-triduce that Book as giving a falſe account, 1 
could out of a 24S. in my hands, fill a competent Volume with Co- 
pies of Supplications of this nature. It ſnall ſuffice to give an inſtance 
or two. . 1, Of the A;:ifters Application? to Archbiſhop Whitgift. 
2. The peoples, and ſeveral Gentlemen applications and ſupplications 
to the Archbiſhop; then 3. To the Council. Letters from Noblemen + 
and Privy-Copncellors to the Archbiſhop, &c. | 
That-of the Miniſters of the Dzoce/s of Ely, is one of the ſhort- 
eft; 1 ſhall therefore tranſcribe that for a ſpecimen of Applications 
Wher 848 to Canomeal Attmonitions apon our obedience, art already 
paſt ( moſt R. berend Father in ed) and ſuſpenſion ready to proceed 
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? your Lordſhip to deal fo rom def: with i, is either to free 
, fron 222 Jas er ſaving t tb hey Majeſties authority, and the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Rt which che Lam requireth., 
give 0 fo on time, 4s 42817 eatifes » may br be ru d by us; 
ther nd ey Jatified in aur fer ſuafrons to ſub ibe, or 
A remedy ) quietly fo ov Ne to the pe ACE 'of the Church. In the 5 mean 
tim me judg t hem not that hv? ſubſcribed, as ive deſire not tu be judged 
in this our ſtaying. Thu if it ſhall pleaſe Almighty G od to move your 
7 take compaſſion en our troubled conſciences, thut we may feel 
bohter by 20g bb godd favour, we ball praiſe God for the 
ſame, and ſbem our thank fü are (ng jus, your Lor Jp, which wi pr0y Go 
7 preſerve and keep to the 290 and bins of bis church, and to your 
own comfort, 


aa 153... Your I moſt tumble, 


Robert Garret Bowter. Martin. 
Henry Dickenſon. Mat. Chapman. E dw. Brain. 
Chriftopber Tack ſon Thomas Brain. 


any Supplications of this nature were in that and in the two 
vihming years preſented te the Axchbiſhop, to particular Biſhops 
97 Dioceſſes, &c. which Iforbenr ehe the mat ter being 


much the ſame. 


: } 


Theſe not finding their due ech e Gen ate of ſeyeral Coun- 
ties petitioned the Archbiſhop. I could infert ſeveral Copies ; I ſhall 
only inſert that of the Gentlemen in n . rehli- 
ſhop, amen the 26. of e We We 


— 
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Tie H;forj of Camiri. t; 

May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, that under your good favour we who, 
Wes Ice Ps by afar | Salts if of — 
rodly; Afinif enpwithin chic j of Cambriug, he av ſp; 
ae ele ile hrrawith ſem um you,” concernimę the manner ef 
ſubſcribing to tibe arrioles lately publiſbed, the vxeontion whercef to- 
wards our Miniſters, we fear would be to the diſplacing of them, xs 
/avic are alriady} whnveby weithin. great inconvenience muſt follow in 
#beſe.-parts, by reaſowthat bonh the ſuſſiaienty and good convorſution 
of #hiſe already plared, wich ue good ſusetſi and bleſſing on their l 
bours, 41 evidently known unte us; and we are perſuaded that they von- 
rinue their plaves by bond in ron e, for that. hitheyto we have m 
heard of any tontention/neſs in Religion, or diſquietneſs and diſorder 
in auy of them ur their peopte'r hh e . altho in your wiſe and fa- 
therly cure, your diſire icib make choice of aged ſupyly if theſe fail; 
yet it ſhould ſeem good unto your Wiſdom, we ſhould acknowledg onr © 
ſelves much bound untd your Lordſhip inghe continuance of theſe men, 
being known unto us already; the other hereafter to come being unknown ' 
what they ſhall be; and ſo much the rather, becauſe of the bare Li- 
vings which ſome of them have, whereby it is tobe feared it will be no 
eaſie matter to place ſufficient men. in their ſtead. Thus truſting, and 
nothing doubting but that they may pnd-your honourable favour ſo far 
forth as you may grant, not Contrary to the Lam of this Realm; and 
moſt humbly beſeeching, that we may enjoy them in their rooms as long 
as any others in otber placts'; whereof we and they hope ſo mnch the © 
more, for that it pleaſed God orer to make your Lordſhip a ſpecialmem- 
ber in this County For a time, hereby Dn gave and beſtowed a great 
cauſe of _loud,*:ſo. you % much good will ; which as it remainerh in 
144 "iid them to fand you in any ftrad to our powert, ſowetruft that © 
we and they ſhall find this latter fruit of it, to our great comfort and 
benefit : and thus wo humbly tae our lenur. 


e en hon 211117 dür Graces affored, + 
Foam Cntts; Fitzralph Chanbltin. 
Pe hath as Fx. Hind. Thomas Wendy. 

5124 i 5 Jahn Futon. Thomas Chickly. 

| Anthony Cage,” 
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Some others there were of this nature; but it ſeemed Mh by 
. what. followed, and alſo by what the Author of the Book afore- 
mentioned faith, that the Archbiſnops ear was deaf to all Supplica- 
Gong 4 this nature, and has reſolved to carry his Subſcription 
thro V | ; | 

by The poor Miniſtersin this diſtreſs; together alſo with the Gen- 
tlemen of ſeveral Counties, and the people of feveral places, ad- 
drefſed them(clyes by Petition to the Queen, and to particular Lords 
of the Council, then to the Queen andethe whole Council. Particu- 
larly, Duumam in Eſſex lent a Supplication to my Lord Rich. The 
Pariſhioners of Aldermary in London, to the Earl of Teice ter. The 
Miniſters of the Dioceſs of : Peterborough; ta another Lord. Many 
addreſſed, to the whole Cobacil, viz+ The Gentlemen of Norfolk, 
the Miniſters im Norfolk, the Miniſters of Eſſex, the Miniſters gf 
Lincolnſhire. Eſſex, Oxfordſhire, the Iſie of Ef, and many other 
Counties and places. I have by me all the Copies I ſhall only ty an- 
ſcribe that of the Miniſters of Lincolnſhire. 3 
The Supplication df the Mitiifters of Lindoluſpire ts the 

- .* . -.1. cor the Council, © 
Lora ſnnch (Right Honourable,) , the Lord of beavenard earth 
hath. ſubftitutzd your Honours next under her Majesty, to pro- 

cure paſſage te his Goſpel, bequty to his Church, and glary.to bis King- 
dom; in which buſine/s.of. the Lord, to tl e great joy of all thofe which 
pray heartily for the. e Jeruſalem, bitherto you have. bappily 
proceeded : We whoſe, names are underwritten, whom the ſame Lord 
hath in mercy placed over ſome of his people here in Lincolnſhire, 4 
Pa kors and Preachers to feed them with the word of truth, do humbly 
beſeech your Honours to regard the pitiful and woful estate of our 
Congregations and people in theſe parts, which being deſtitute of our 
Mini try by the means of a Subſcription generally and ſtrittly ur- 
ged now of late by the Biſhops Officers," co. mourn and lament. It is 
well known to all your Lordſhips., that an abſolute Subſi ription is 
required throughout. the mhale Province of Canterbury to three Ar- 
ticles. The firſt. concerning her Majeſties Supreme Authority. The 
ſecond to the Book of Common-prayer , with that of conſecrating Bi- 
ſhops, and ordering Prieſts and Deacons. The third concerning the 


Boo 
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Book of Articles. As touching the firſt, we offer our. ſeules to a ſull 
Subſcription, 4s always heretofore we have dune; as alſo tothe 4 
recles of ; Nelles LI preſume here muſt be meant, as in the reſt gene- 


rally is expreſt, o far as they concern matters of Faith, and t he 
Doctrine of the Sacraments, ] and cannot he accepted herein, without 
an abſolute Subſcribing to the other, unto which we dare not conde- 
ſcend, being as yet many of us not fully acquainted with the Book of 
conſecrating Biſhops, and ordering Prieſts and Deacons; aud all of 
u ufreſolved, and unſatisfied in our Conſciunces in many. points of 


the Common-Prayer- May it pleaſe your Loraſhips alſo,, favoura- 
bly to conſider, that in 9 8 an abſolute Subſcriptien, we dio it not 
out of any arrogance, or ſingularity, hut * for that we have no ſuſſici- 
ent 'reſolution, which we have earnefily deſired of ſome doubts, about 
divers weighty matters, and points in the ſame Book. 3 which requeſts 
of ours, ſith we could not obtain, we deſired, that at the leaſt. in aur 
Subſcription , we might make exceptions of the things whereaf we 
doubted, which they have utterly denied us, for which cauſes (Right 
Honourable!) we fearing to Subſcribe ſo abſolutely As we were ur- 
ged, we are all ſuſpended from executing the function of our Miniſtry 
. amongſt our people, to the great danger of their ſauls, and danger f 
loſing the frait of our former poor labours, which we have by Gods 
Grace imployed upon them: wherefore we humbly crave of your Ho- 
nours (our Cake being, as we are perſwaded, the Lords own Cauſe, 
and bis Churches) that it may be conſidered : And that ſince we can 
neither be impeached of falſe Doctrine, nor of contempt of ber Maje- 
ſties Laws, nor of refuſing of the exerciſing of the Book, of Com- 
mon Prayer in our charges, nor of breeding contention and ſedition in 
the Church : And again, that Papiſts, ber e Majeſties enemies, with 
Atheiſts, to the corrupting of Religion in Dod rine and Manners, do 
daily multiply and increaſe, we may be reſtored to our flocks and people, 
in ſuch ſort, as with all peace of Conſcience we may go forward with 
the Lords Work in building up his bouſe in ſeveral places. 


Thomas Fulkeck. Shepheard. John Munning. 
"Hugh Take. Henry Nelſon. Humfrid Travers. 
John Daniel. Mat. Tomſon. John Pryer. 
Richard Allen. Thomas Bradly. John Summerſcales. 


Anthony Hunt. Joſeph Gibſon. John Wintle. 

Reinold Grome. James Worſhip, Richard Holdſworth. 
Thomas Tripler. Charles Bingam. Richard Kellet. - 

PT — eſe 


between the. latter, and that which. all men did freely and frankly * 
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Theſe are enough for ſpecimens of ſeyeral ſorts of Supplications. 
There were others more particularly directed to the Queer, and to 
fome great perſons, all much to the ſame ſenſe. 3 

This {aft means had ſome little effect: of which the Author of 
the Book called The unlawful practices of Prelates, giveth us this 
account, c. 4. 8 ; | 


Hence became the ſubſcription to be ſomewhat more tolerable, and 
further time was granted unto divers in divers Countreys, and retain- 
ing that which pertained to the Civil State, aud in the Eccleſiaſtical that 

which concerned doctrins, with proteſtation to uſe the Book of Com- 
mon- prayer, the Archbiſhop ſuffered himſelf to be entreated to require 
no more of many. To this many were drawn : the peace of the Church, 
the compaſſion of their flocks, the wearineſs of turmoils, brought many 
to it, that yet did it, ſome with tears, ſome with 'ſo great heavineſs 
of conſcience long after, as they were never quiet till their dying day. 
So great a deſire of unity was in ſundry men that ſtood herein, Others 
ſatisfying themſelues with a proteſtation of an holy aud godly reſolution 
2 Archbiſhop, and other of the Biſhops, in certain points ( as they 

uppoſed ) by the example of certain learned men in the like caſe, did 
not reſuſe to ſubſcribe, as the Miniſters of Suſſex, and ſuch like. A- 
gain, ſome other ſpecial men were admitted in divers places with more 
favour, as the Miniſters of Leiceſterſhire, Buckinghamſhire , and 
fomr other places, and ſome ſuch others ( chiefly ſuch whoſe authority 


would have brought aiſcredit to their too too ſevere proceedings) with- 


ent any ſubſcription at all. 

Hence, of the multitude that held out, at firſt. ſeemed not ſo great 
(tho in truth in reſpect of the men, and the times, they were. too too 
many) and their ſubſcription laid with their ſundry exceptions in a 
manner no ſubſcription at all. But with the credit of theſe , ſhewing 
ovly the ſubſcriptions in one paper, and retaining their Proteſtation iu 
another, many were drawn alſo 45 unawares birds into the net, by the 
chirping of birds firſt taken. From the colour of theſe laſt forms of 
ſubſcriptions, ſprang bruits, as tho all things were well in the Orders 
and Liturgy of the Church of England; all things ſubſcribed unto; 
that all had yielded; that whoſoever months were open, bad ſubſcri- 
bed. But how far theſe differ frow that which was at firſt tendered, 
1 ſuppoſe no man is ignorant. As again, how little difference there 


— 
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fer atthe fr. Nothing that did pertain to ler Excellent NMozeſty 
was ſtruck at; nothing that concerned doctrine, or the ſubſtance of / 


our faith. Nothing that in the Statutes was ſet down touching dub - 
{cription. | cM 

The moſt that was excepted againſt at firſt, and that generally, 
were the Ceremonies, The reading the A pocryphal Books, The ill 
tranſlation of the Scriptures uſed , The Rubricks, Very many things 


in the Book of ordaining Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, and ſeveral ' 


paſſages in the prayers. The number was. not many, who refuſed to 
uſe a ſet-form of prayer to be conſtantly uſed in their Miniſtry. 

It was but twenty five years ſince the whole Nation came out of 
Popery, where they knew nothing elſe ; and it could not be expect 
ed that in that time ſhould be a diſcovery of all that was truly 
blameable in Worſhip, or Government of the Church. Yet there were 
ſome that in thoſe days refuſed this. Biſhop Bancroft in his Danger- 
014 Poſitions, p.84 tells us, that Mr, Field in a Letter to Mr. Acker, 
14 Ap. 1585. tells him: 


I preach every Sabbath-day, (if no other that cometh by chance doth 
ſupply the. place) having nothing to do at all with the former Bock of 


Common-prayer, &c. 


This was the firſt diviſion of godly Miniſters into ſuch as were 
purely Nonconformiſts. 2. Conforming Nonconformiſts. The latter 
wexe the greater number, who had ſubſcribed to uſe the Common- 
prayer, but not to read it fully and in all parts; and this with 
proteſtations, that their ſubſcriptions ſhould not oblige them to do 
any thing contrary. to the word of God, &-c. there were ſeveral 
forms of it. 


Twenty Miniſters of the Dioceſs of Chicheſter thus ſubſcribed, 


with exception to all the Rubricks, the Book of Ordination, and I 
know not how many limitations. 

Here the great and infinite wiſdom of God was ſeen, governing 
the failers of 


means a preaching Miniſtry was preſerved in Englan 


tion was 28. years old, been deſtroyed throughout England, at leaſt 
the greateſt part of it. 


D 2 | | But 


his ſervants to his. own wiſe ends and pale By this 
| 1. W ich had the 
B:ſbop kept to his firſt ſeverity, and all the Miniſters tt at at firſt re- A, 
fuſed, abſolutely perſiſted in their refuſal, had before the Reforma; - 


$3020 


„ 


men, Noncon. Wales, hardly ſo much, Their numbers are thus counts, 5 
18 | 3 8 As - 
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Bot K ich our Savibür) BY thet- wif [ave Vir Life Mul loſe it. 
Very many of theſe good men were afterwards ſuſpended, depri- 
ved, indired; impriſoned, wearird out of their lives by troubles in 
the High Commiſſion; though not for not ſubjcribing {for which 
was no Law) yet ſor not wearing the 5 not «ſing the Croſs in 
Bapei ſi, not keeping Holydays, not reading all the Prayers, or ſome 
ſuch tte things. Thus was our ſtate from 1383. till 160 3. when 
King Fame came to the Crown. | | 
"Hitherto I have ſhewed my R eader the firſt Impoſitions in Eng- 
lard; and the woful miſchief wrought by them, not only to multi- 
tudes of particular Families, but to the intereſt of the Goſpel and 
Reformation in general. . ; 


hall now proceed to a ſecond period, which will take up the 
whole time of King James his Reign, ſrom 160 ;. to 162 5. Whit- 
gift was in the beginning Archbiſhop , and Bancroft Biſhop of Lon- 
don. Their Writmgs fufficiehtly teſtifie how zealous both of them 
were againſt Nonconformiſts. The Convocation this year eſtabliſhed 
the three Articles (which 20 years before had made ſuch a confu- 
fron ) by a Cangs ; it is their 36 Canon: which Canon were con- 
firmed by King James, but never fince brought to a Parlia ment, or 
confirmed by them. I am not concerned to hw how valid they 
are as Laws obligatory to the ſubject, till confirmed by Parliament 

('thar belongeth to Lawyers to argue, and dependeth l 

Kings Prorogative, and the terms uſed th the Act of 25 Hen. 8.) 

Fam only concerned to note how Conformity improved upon theſe 

Canons, and alſo what the effect of theſe new Impoſitions was. 

For the firſt, let the Canons themſelves ſpeak. Subſcription to the 
This makes it three Artioles was now enjoined by ( anon 36. Bowing at the name 
evident, that of Feſus was enjoined Can 18. Bidding of prayer, by another Ca- 
the Confe- non, with 'a multitude of other things too long to be here recited 3 
rence at for which Irefermy Reader to the Bock of Ae b 
. The firſt fruit of this was a Petition with a thouſand Miniſters 
Court, —_ bands, preſentad to the King 1603,4. faith Dr. Fuller. Indeed 
years as of Dri Fuller Mith, the hands were but 7 50. 1 believe he taketh his 


cops inte higenee to the ahr ment of that Book. which the Miniſters, 
mi/ts,bur only of Linsen Dire fe, delfycren to bir Majeſty . December, 1604. 
the perſonal F504 therkthere met . = Artie dio t 2 3. Counties. Dr. 

Act of 3 or 4 ait, J. nickt art büt half "the Counties of England and 


Oxford 
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Oxfordſhire-——09. - Suſſex 47. Kin —— 23. 
Staforuſhir — 14; Lticeſterſhire-57.: ' London —— . 
Dorſetfhire-—— 1). Ee 257. Lincolnſhire 33. 
Nottinghamſhire 20. Cheſhire—— 12:4... Warwick ſhire 44. 
Surry —=—— 21. Braſordſbire- 16. Devon and Coruwall.-5 1. 
Norfolk - 28.  Somer{etfhire- 17 Northampton 57. 
Wiltſhire 31. Darbyſhire—-20, Suffolk — 72. 


Buckinghamſhire-zz. Lancaſhire—21. 


Theſe make 752: Here are none reckoned of any County in 
Wales, nor any of Tork ſhire Bark ſbire, and many others. I know 
no reaſon any hath to doubt, but that there were a 1000. hands to 
this Petition; the Petitioners in the body of their Petition ſay, 
they were more than a thouſand, and they would not have told a 
Lye to a King, which ſo little labour as counting them would have 
proved to be ſuch. | E | 

But the matter of the Petitioꝶ is very conſiderable, to let my 
Reader know both to what height Drpoſitions were grown 77. 
years ſince, and what Oppoſitions they met with from ouùr fore-fa- 
thers. Dr. Fuller in his Chureb· Hiftory ee he has got the 

from Him 


true Copy, I will therefore tranſcribe it „ as | find it in 
the 10h Book, p. 22. | 


Moft Gracious and Dread'Soveraign ! 
Seeing it hath pleafed the Divine Majeſty, to the great comfort of 
all good Chriſtians, to advance your Highneſs, according to your 
juſt Title, to the ＋ Government of this Church, and Common- 
wealth of England Ve, the Miniſters of the Goſpel in this Land, 
neither as factious men, affecting a popular parity in the ¶ hurch, nor 
s Sc hiſmaticks, aiming at the di ſſolution of the State Ecoleſiaſtical, 
but as the faithful Servants of Chrift, and loyal Subjects to your 
eHajeſty, deſtring, and longing for a Readreſs of divers abuſes of the 
Church, couli do no leſs in our obedience to God, ſervice to your Majeſty, 
love tobis Church, than acquaint your Majeſty with our particular griefs, 
for | as your Princely Pex writetht The King, as a good Phyſician, 
muſt firſt know what peccant humours his Patient naturally is moſt 
fubje& unto, before he tan begin his Cure : And' although divers of 
x that . Re fon mation, Subſcribe to the Book, ſome upon Prote- 
Ration, ye upon Expoſition given them, ſome with Condition, * 

4 : : % | f 


22 The: Hiſtory" of | Conformity. 
ther than th: Church ſhould haue been deprived of their labour and 
Miniſtry; yet now. we to the number of more than a thouſand” of 
your Majeſties Subjects and Miniſters, all groaning 4s under à com- 
mon burden of humane Rites and Ceremonies do with one joint con- 
ſent humble our ſelves-at' your Majeltics feet, to be 2 aud relieved 
in this behalf. Our humble ſuit then unte your Majeſty i, that theſe 
offences following, ſome of them may be removed, ſome amended, ſome 
ualified..--. --. WEE | | 1 TID 
; 15 th: Church Service, That the Croſs in Baptiſm, Iaterroga- 
tories miniſtred to Infants, (orfirwation (as ſup:rfluow) may be 
taken away, Bapts/m not to be adminiſtred by Women, and ſo explain 
ed. The Cap and & urplice not urg ed. That Examination may go be- 
fore the Communion. That it may be adminiſtred with a Sermon. That 
divers terms of Prieſts, Abſolution, and ſome others u/ed, with the 
King in Marriage, and other ſuch like in the Boo, might be correct 
ed. The long ſemeneſs of Service abridged. ¶ hurch ſongs and Muſick 
moderated to better edification. That the Lords day be not profaned. 
The reſt upon Holidays not fo ſtrablly urged. That there may be an 
Vaifarmity of. Doctrine preſcrived, No Popiſb opinion any more taught 
er defended. No Miniſters charged to teach the people to bow at the 
N ame of Feſus. $44 Canonical Scriptures only be read in the 
c ˙¹1iÜ 37454 5 K 
2, Concerning Church; Miniſters: That none hereafter be admit- 
ed into the Miniſtry but able and ſufficient men, and thoſe to preach 
diligently, and eſpecially upon the Lordi day. That ſuch as be already 
entred, and cannot Preach, may either be removed, and ſome chari- 
table courſe taken for their relief, or elſe to be forced according to the 
value of their Livings to maintain Preachers. That von · Reſidency be 
not permitted.. That King Edwards Statute for Phe lawfulneſs of Mi- 
niſters Marriages may be revived. That Miniſters be not urged to. 
ſubſcribe, but according to the Law, tothe Articles of Religion, and 
' the Kings Supremacy only. 97 


% 
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4 For Church-Diſcipline; That the Diſcipline and Excommuniceticn 
may be adminiſtred according to Chriſts Inſtitution,” or at the leaſt that 
enorm ities may be redreſſed, as namely, That Excommunicgtion come 
not forth; under the names of Chancellors, Lay per ſons, Officials, 

&c. That men be not Excommunicated for tr fits, twelve peny matters, 

That none be Ecommunicated without conſcnt of his Paſter, That the 

Offers be not ſuffered to extort unreaſonable fees. J hat none having 

Juriſdiction or Regiſters places, put out the ſame to farm. That divers 

Popi ſh Canons as for reſtraint of Marriage af certain times be rever- 
ſed. That the long ſomeneſs of. Smits in Eccleſiaſtical Ccurti which hang 
ſometimes 2, 3, 4, 57 67 7 years, may. be reſtrained. That the Oath ex 

Officio, by which men are forced toaccuſe themſelves, be more ſparing- 
ly uſed. T hat Licenſes for Marriage without Banes aiked, be more 

cautiouſly granted. SF ot | 

"Theſe with ſuch other abujes.yet remaining, aud practiſed in the 

Church of England, we are able to ſhew to be. not agreeable to the 

Scriptures, if it {ball pleaſe your Highneſs further to bear us, or more 

at large to be informed, or by conference among ſt the Learned to be re- 
ſolved... And yet we doubt not but that your Majeſty without further 
proceſs, of whoſe Chriſtian judgment we have received ſo good a taſte 
already, is able of your, ſelf. to judg of the equity of this cauſe; God 
we truſt bath appointed your Highneſs our Phyſician to heal theſe di- 
ſeaſes; and we ſay with Mordecai to Eſther, Who. knoweth but 
you are come to the Kingdom for ſuch a time ? Thus your ajeſty 
ſhall do that wbich we are perf waded ſhall be acceptable to God, bonour-. 
able to your Majeſty. in all ſucceeding ages, profitable ta his. Charch, 
which ſhall be thereby increaſed, comfortable to your Miniſters, which 
ſhall be no more ſuſpendea, ſilenced, diſgraced, impriſoned for mens tra- 
ditions \ and pre judicial unto none, hut thoſe who Jeek, their own credit, 
quiet and profit in the worid. Thus with all dutiful [ubmiſſion referring 


our ſelves to your Majeſties Pleaſure for your Gracious anſwer, & God 
ſhall direct you, We moſt humbly recommend your Highneſs to the Di- 
vine Majeſty, whom we be ſeech for Chriſt his ſake to do herein what 
ſhalt be for his glory, the gocd of his Church, and your ors; 


Your Majeſties moſt humble Subjects, the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, who defire not a diforderly Innovation, but a 
due and Godly Reformation. ” 
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Hor his Majeſty reſented this Petition; is variouſly reported. Bus 
iure it & (faith Faller) it ran "the — * rob all the Prebaticsl 
party, eviry one giving it 4 Haſs; fore with their Pens, ore with = 
their tongues, and the. dumb Miniſters as they term it found ihr 
ſpeech moſt vocal againſt it. te a C 
How many the number of thoſe was who joined in this, and feve- 
ral other petitions at the ſame time, and were ſuſperided, -depyioed, 
impriſoned, &c. I cannot tell; but 4 great diviſion aroſe, which 
held during the Archbiſhop Bancrofts time. Biſhop Abbot ho fut- 
reeded him in the Archbiſhoprickof Canterbury, was much calmer. 
Several Books were wrote at this time againſt the Nonconformiſb, by 
Mr. Hutton, Mr. Rogers, Dr. Lovel, and Dr. Spark, (Wo had 
Himlſclf been a Diſſenter); but in the year 1607, & 1608, they 
were learnedly anſwered by a Book of three parts, calÞd; 4 De- 
fence of the Miniſter: Reaſons for refuſal of Sub ſeription. The' firſt 
part wen ning the holy ne 5 8 of ſeveral 
Texts. The ſetond concerning the Holy Scriptferes un Apocry pha. 
The third was abont leg 2. the — Several able Miniſters 
left the Nation, many others with their Families were undone in 
it. | ES VIIEYE SBA UE BEND DDE Beagkhhys WH i Phan if 1 pt 11) 
Thus Conformity ſto od till the time of King Charles the Firſt; 
ſome Hſhops being more, fome* Teſs rigid in preſpug the Canons. 
But when Archbiſhop Land came to be Archbiſhop of Camerbury, 
(who ſucceededd A bbot] he made a hne Edition of Impoſitions, to 
Which he required Conformity, faying ſecomd Service at the Table, 
ſetting that at the Eaſt end of the Church Allarwiſt, conmunding 
the Communion: Table to be railed in, and all people to come up thither 
to receive the Communiqn' kneeling; enforcing the bowing it the Name 
of Feſm. Forvidding Lectures, and Afternon-Strmons. Preſſing the 
Book of Sports on the Lords day. Not injoining but commending bo- 
ing toward the Eaft-end, &c. and twenty more things. Ex 
What havock ' h fe things made, is yet within the memory of ma- 


. diſturbance Biſnop 


| Wren made in Suffolk, and other 
\ as ſeveral other Biſhops that Were his Creatures did in other 
Dioceſſes, many alive know; multitudes of Miniſters were again 

privedand ſuſpen did. Many undone in the High Commiſſion, At 
lait in che Conyocation' 1640, an Oath with Ce. was deviſed, which 
had per ſected the buſineſs in tooting out all Puritad Preachers, dad 
not a Parliament came and ſpoil'ꝰd that deſign. 85 

Scarce any is ignorant what numbers of Cod ly Miniſters jd 
people 


* 
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people left the Nation upon this account, betwixt 1630. and 1640.ſ0 
many as to make one of the nobleſt Colomier at this day in the world 
(that, I mean, of Ner- England) beſides thoſe who fled into Holland 
and Ireland. Many ſtaid at home, and were miſerably treated by 
Courts. Some lived privately, others in ſome quiet parts of the Na- 
tion kept their Station. | | 
How little the Conformable Intereſt gained by this (though that 
Party ruined multitudes of godly people and their Families) gn 
ly appeared in the year 1641. when the Parliament began to eſpouſe 
their Cauſe, and give them liberty. The number of Miniſters, fa- 
vouring Nonconformity, preſently appeared far greater than ever be- 
fore; fo as their adverſaries had a little ſatisfied their luſts, and ma. 
lice, but not in the leaft promoved their Cauſe. The people were 
more imbitter*d againft them, and more enamoured upon painful 
godly Miniſters. And the Biſhops reftraint of Preaching, did but in- 
flame people with the deſire of it. Several Nobletnen and Worthy 
Gentlemen in all parts of England began to be awakened, as may ap- 
pear by many of their excellent Speeches in the beginning of the 
Parliament 1641, They plainly ſaw, that through theſe extravagant 
actings, We loſt many of our Eminent Miniſters, multitudes of 
our moſt ſober people were removed into other Countries. ' The 
Trade of the Nation was altered, much of it carried elſewhere; the 
people in many places turned ignorant brutes for want of Preach- 
ing 3 many turned Papiſts, many Doctrines of Pape? were Publiſh- 
ed, 'Colledges were fixed for Romiſh Prieftls, and Nuns fixed, &xc- 
2 Hot laid by them againſt the King and Nation; they Jodged it 
hiph-time to put an end to thoſe praftices, which had'cauſed thoſe 
Giferders ; and had this advantage to do it, becauſe their Confor- 
mity, whether old or new, had no further Statutable Authority, 
than was given it by the Act of Conformity, 1 Elix. and the Stat. 
13 Cx. c. 12. about the Articles of Faith. 
Upon his Aajeſties happy Reſt aur arion, Ams 1660. all promi- 
ſed themfelves a freedom from theſe evils which had troubled the 
Church very near 70. years, from the 13 Eliz. to the year 1640. 
though indeed in no great degree from the 13th to the 25th of Eliz. 
but for about 19. years of Queen Elizabeths Reign, and the whole 
time of Ring Fames his Reign (which was 2 T. years), and 16. 
years of King Charles his Reiga, theſe Impoſuiont were the cauſe 
almoſt of all the evils under which this Nation groaned, 


E 


We 


*%”Q 
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ſon to promiſe our ſelves. this.immunity from his Ae. 

ag - 2 at Br dab, and his firſt a Ea about Eccles 
| fraſical affairs, in the year 1660. Whether the wiſdom of his. A- 
Jeſty, or that party of the Houſe. of Commons, who then oppoſed 
the paſſing of it into an Act, were greater, let the experience now 
of Twinty years more determine, which for the moſt part have 
been years of confuſion and diſorder, as to matters of Religion. 
That fai ling, Impaſit tion were augmented, 

.Up on this. laſt attempt ſor ſettlement, A Were. not only 
left to the Biſhops. p ower torhave. exacted upon them, i, A Sub- 
. ſcription tothe 3. Ale in the zöth Canon. 2. The Oath of. Cano- 
nical obedience, which though een, as eſtabliſhed by 2 in 


But 3, They muſt be ordained thy 05 95 th e. beſore ordained ac- 
cordipg to the Ordination Was 
ta 


her 


tute 13 150 gap. 14. diſpenſed with, 
and made needleſs. 4, They muſt a/tnr and conſent to all and every 
abing in the (ommon-Prayer, as now Printed. 5. They muſt declare, 
nenounce, and ab jure: all this over and above, 20 tyed to the 


, rading of. the Comman- Prayers and 64 t * Cerems- 


* 
17 


70 oh 75 


: 10 he. ay ce of more ih 28.2000 "Miniſters. 
nay 1 8 ng oat more th on theſe good mens Mi- 


700 * e of Suckers who, hag no  Minifttss, and of P 

17 urchss, who, f. o Livings,. oy ere 
Me rock der Mild The people tha that 

eden, werg.nor imall, who! Aer 


10 5 10 5 zfe! ter Frejngics. to the Geer greg. 
45 e earl) 


1 1 5 15 n. pe ae but Ae we have ſeen, 
2 in ac people > Id gather. into ,ſeparate Congregations ? 
gets th that 10 a vaſt a 5 of Miniſters, not 

vi vo Tek 18 an thing to. len, bnt th eir, lahours to main- 
tain themſelves, Witt and Families, ſhou d ꝗ vietly have ſate ſtill 
and never Preached. (if they could Have Tagined, that this humane 
e diſcharged them from any previous obligation to 
cially being importuned by the people whom God had 


cond ted to them? if Any had bene they wers r mild 5 
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In pabliek Templer they mult not: Freach z what remained, but 
their own or others hired houſes ? What would be the event of this, 
was quickly ſeen, and an Act provided againſt Conventicles, making 
the puniſhment, Fines, Impriſonment, Bani ſument, &c. What a ſtir 
this made, is ſufficiently known. Thig commenced i806. and being a 
temporary! Act y determined £667, . 'or 16681, Saoit rafter, this, 
1665. paſſed the Act probibiting Noncon. Minifitrs: 10 inhabit 
in Corporations. And the Act about Conventicles being expired, a- 
nother Act was made, which took place, Auno 1670. Ho many 
ſober Miniſters and people in Eight years time had been undone, 
by proceedings againſt them in the EccleſraFtioal Courts, Indiftments 
at Seſſions and Aſſixes, and by putting the firſt Act againſt Conven. 
ricles in Extcution, is ſufficiently ænowyn, and too large, and ſad a 
tory to relate. The new Act apainſt Conventicles (and ſuch a one as 
never before paſſed a Parliament of England with reſpect to Magna 
Charta, and the fundamental liberties of the ſubject) paſſed about 
1690. Miniſters and people were again proſecuted to.incredible de- 
grees, almoſt in all places, until his Aajeſt gave a Writ of 'eaſe. by 
his Declaration of Indulgence, 1672. that laſted but two years 5 and 
in 1674. the ſtorm began again, as fierce as ever, but gradually a- 
bated. till the year 1677. about which time the Parliament began 
to have a ſcent of a Plot to bring in Popery'z indeed they pole it 
firſt in 107 3. Our worthy Patriots from that time ſtood upon their 
watch, ſomething they diſcerned to: be in hand, and that the pro- 
ject was deeply laid, but on what perſons to charge it they 
knew not, and were wholly in the dark as to the methods and parti- 
culars of it, till God, in the year 1678. inclined Dr. Oates to do 
that (never to be forgotten) ſervice to his Country, at one time ſa- 
ving the Life of his Soveraign, the Government of the Nation, and 
the Prote tant Religion, from a total extirpation, and all good Pra- 
te ſtants from a Maſſacre. 7 = 
The eyes of all Sober perſons are at length opened to ſee, that 
an Union of Proteſtants is neceſſary. - The Queſtion is, which way it 
ſhall be effected? for my own part, 1 ſhould tay, any way, by which 
it is practicable. There are but Two that can fall within the com- 


prehenſion of any man of ſenſe. 


A 


4 
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1. The Firſt is by rominuance of the. Impoſutigns on Ainiſters and 
people, rooting out all private Mectings, . enforcing people to came 9 


hear the Common - Prayer, and to conform to the Ceremoniei, and heat, 


2. The 


their P ariſhs Miniſters, and receive the Sacrament with them. 


2. Hacerond ig dy aeg theſe Lnge/ Man, wlüch all agree 

to be of things not —— but ſuch —_ 

3 if he pleaſeth relax. 18 | 
or the firſt method to unite us, it is aſtrange one, it aims only: 
at uniting by deſtroying ʒ and purchaſes ſuch a Churcb-Unity as the 
- Papiſts hoaſt of, wig deſtroying of hundred thouſends ol righte-- 
ous men, at laſt made all of one mind in appearance. The experience 
of more then 00 years hath. taught us, that multitudes are nei · 
ther to be argued, nor cudgeiled into their conformity. The multi- 
tude of Nonconformiſir hath increaſed all a long, in ſtead of abate» 
ing, even from the firſt beginning of the difference at Francfurty. 
to this day ; and he is very ignorant that knoweth not, that ſince 


b the fireof London, they have been almoſt doubled to what they 


were before. Nor hath: the warmth of many Clergymen of late, in 
decrying-the Plot, or leſſening it, and indeavouring to make people 
believe it was a Nonconformiſt Plat, a little contributed to let the 
world know what they are, and would be at. Would any have theſe 
impoſitions ſtill inforced ? what can they purſue, but the old deſign 
of Reconciling us and the Churchef Rome, in which the Papiſts will. 
liſten to them, till they have ripen'd a defign to cut their throats, as 
well as other mens z.but thoſe are mightily ignorant of Popiſh princi- 
. that can fo much as fancy a poffibility of pag with 
them lo long as we maintain the Kings Supremacy, or a married Cler- 
1 U that in truth axeconciliation to the Church of Rowe, is a 
hing got xo be thought on by a married Clergyman, (unleſs he be 
weary of his wife and children) nor by a Loyal Subject that under- 
Rand fenſe) i a | 
- - The Onion mult therefore be effected by taking off theſe impoſiti- 
— which now for an hundred years have produced ſo ill effects in 
this Mstion- It. is eaſy to ſee ho great the good of this would be. 
We ſhould all then be known by the ſingle name of Proteſtants, and 
de kearty as one man in oppoſition to all Popi ſp deſigns. Our Civil; 
and*Ecvleſiaſtical-Crants-might poſſibly then be at leiſure to exe- 
cute che power with which they are betruſted, againſt Pupsts and 
pofarve'perſons; Sober and induſtrious men would be encouraged to 
puſh out in trading to their utmoſt. There would be rio complaining: 
TAP D for: wang vf the Ob, God ſo adminiſtred, as. 
mr eentrenedu peophe might free! y partake of them, without ſo 
2 weighs mukethomicall out, Duath is in ihe pot, 
ang fit Tt te Dorit u without ſo muchas a jealouly:of a e 
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Sed | qrer their beads, poiling their Spiritual appetite. Jn 
ſhort, it would reſtore us to one of the greateſt pieces of Chriſtiar 
liberty, Te ſerve the Lord without fear, either of offending God 
whom they know in matters of Wor ſhip to be a jealous God, or 
of being undone in their temporal concerns for the exerciſe of a 
tender canſcience towards God, All good men ſhould rejoice undel 
the ſhadow of the King and Parliament, and unite their Prayers with 
chearfulneſs for both. | 

What would be the Evil of it? The foundations of Archbiſhop 
Mhitgift, and Archbiſhop Laud, and my Lord Chancellor Hide ( the 
buildings upon which, hath hitherto been kept up with no leſs 
guard than the trouble of all the Courts of Judicature in Eng land) 
would be ſomething ſhaken, and our foundations laid upon the 
word of God, which ſurely is far better; the credit of ſome 
men, who have laid all the ſtreſs of Religion upon a Common-prayer- 
book, and ſome Ceremonies, would be thought a little impaired the 
Magiſtrate ſhould do nothing diſpleaſing to God, who never re- 
quired the impoſition of theſe things at his hands : and doubtleſs 
hath been highly diſpleaſed at a great deal of farce uſed, which hath- 
not been good for the enforcing of the. 85 

It is, as I have ſaid before, more than an hundred years fince theſe 
impoſitions have been the cauſe of ſo mii vil in theſe Nations, and 
that not only to particular families and per ſons, but even to the 
whole Nation. Though our Civil Wars were bottomed upon Queſtions: 
and Grievances of a Civil Nature: yet it is hardly imaginable the 
common people ſhould have been ſo inflamed, had they not before 
been wounded in ſo tender a part as that of their Conſciencds: to- 
wards God. l 

By reaſon of theſe eanteſts, Papiſts have been connived atz. i 
gained a great deal of. Reputation, ſo much (that till with a 
theſe 2 years) it was dangerous for Proteſtants to vie with them, fon 


1 


Loyalty or Religzon: We lee the iſſue, while they have been thus 5 


lected, yea credited, they have been batching the moſt᷑ helliſ Plgt 
that was ever heard of, hardly to be paraliel'd by any ſtory. The Plot 
hath in the bowels of it been diſcovered fo full of Blood, and (7ul- 

ity and {ngratude,.to his moſt der Majeſty, and in the defence of: 
themſelves from the imputation of it, they have been found guitty 
of {o- many Lies, ſo much Fer jury. and Subornatiom, ſo moch nge 
lineſsand unrighteouſneſs, that they cannot but fee theit Cabot 
Canſe:is wounded under the fifthribjand their pretended . 
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Me devel lere e thre be be kn Of this e 
fation. They have nothing to do, but to wait a time when they 
may fight out their may with ſome probable hope of prevailing. 

It is certainly now high time to reftore all Proteſtants (be their 
perſusſions what they willy to a jult liberty in the things of God, 
than the want of which nothing can more diſpirit good men in their 
duty as to a common watchfulnefs and defence; for what ſpirit canbe 
in them who know they ſhall be ruin'd by one hand or another? 

1 further. offer it to the conſideration of our grave Senators, who 
come up from the ſeveral parts of the Nation, and muſt beſt know 
thecomplexion of it, Whether thoſe who are moſt againſt the taking 
of. thele Impoſitions, be not (I do not ſay all, but forty for one) the 
perſons whom ſeveral Proclamations of his Majeſty, and feveral votes 
of two Parliaments declaring it, and the ſeveral judgments upon ſome 
of the Traytors given by our Courts of Fujtice, have not been able 
to convinee, That. there is, any Popiſh Plot; but in all their converſe 
| they have made it kheir buſineſs to deny, or leſſen the Plot, to defame 
and wlify the Kings Evidence, to impoſe upon people that it was a 
Plot of the Nonconformiſts, to make the dying words of the Feſuits 
creditable, In ſhort, by all manner of ways to turn the whole Po- 
,psſh Plot into Ridicule. do know ſome few (very few others) zea- 
.lo 1s for theſe Impoſitiom e born a Teſtimony againſt the Papiſts, 
and freely declare their wagments about the Plot, to the ſenſe of the 
"Kings the Parliament and the Fudges; but as to the generality, 
Jet. obſcryation be made, and judgment accordingly given. - If it 
be fqund to be that party, they are fit only to be regarded by thoſe 
"who pray for the good ſucceſs of that Execrable deſign, to which the 
continuance of theſe things, and a vigorous proceeding accordingly 


1 8 Nonconformiſts, will as potently conduce, as it is poſſible any 


* 


ing ſnould. 1 8 | 
pak . 72 6 this ſhort, and true account of the riſe, and gromth, and ects 
z0fthe 
dec 
*. 


25, much increaſed after 158 ;. vhed Vbitgiſt firſt brought in Sub- 
iptions to Articles, ind impoſed them univerfally; and inereaſed 
yet more in 1603. and further in Biſhop Lands time, and were 
. 8 greateſt 


— 
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reateſt in 1662: when the greateſt number of Miniſters was thrown 
out and forbidden to preach in any publick Temples: Fill that time 


Nontonformiſi Minifters might preach publick iy, and moſt of hem dit 


fo in the years 1634, 16 35. to 1640 : which is the true rèaſon that: 
in thoſe years there were ſo few Private meetings, the people could 
in publick Tenples hear their Miniſters às Lecturers, yet in thole times 
there were private meetings \ and notwithſtanding all the fury ſome 
Biſhops uſed, I remember Biſhop Hall in aſpeecti tnade to the Pals 
liament-1641 or 1642. complain'd of in hundred fick mestings xb be 
E 757 39% 155123. 101 el80G01q! Tho UA 

Nor is it any wonder if in near forty years time, good people habe 


gained a little more light in matters of Worſhip'and Diſcipline,” and 


diſcerned the unlawfulneſs of ſome things in both, which were not 
at that time diſcerned, The, Queſtions relating to both, have been 
more ventilarett ſince the year 1640. than ever they were befdre, 
ſince the Reformation. So as a telling of the world, how fewdiſ- 
ſenters were at firſt, and in how few things they diſſented, is very in- 
ſignificant to any purpoſe but the loading of preſent Diſſenters 


with an Odium from thoſe ignorant and paſſionate perſons who do 
not underſtand, That they had not half ſo much rea ſon to diſſent then, 


as they have had ſince, and now have; and that the preſent Confor- 


viity required vf iniſtrry, is twice more than was formerly requi- 
red. And for the people, their Nonconformity in a greater degree 


muſt alſo be attributed to the further light they have gained as to 


matters of Worſhip and Diſcipline, the true nature and order of 
Churches, together with the outing of their Paſtors, they being no 
ſuch notions as all can ſwallow, That the forbidding godly Mini- 
ſters to preach by an humane law, diſſolves the paſtoral relation of Pa- 


ſtors to their Churches. Or, that all within the bounds of a pariſh, are 
obliged to be members of the (hurchin that place; or are therefore ſo, be- 


cauſe they dwell within the bounds of ſuch places. 


Some obſerve, that moſt men have ſome opportunities in their life- 
time offered them by the Providence of God, which if they lay 
hold of, they make them happy in the good things of this life. The 


like fate poſſibly attends Nations. | 


We had one opportunity offered us in 2 Elizabeths time, when Re- 
formation might have been ſettled without theſe ingrateful impoſi- 


tions. This was loſt through the fiery zeal of the then Archbiſup, 
and brought us intonear 20 years troubles, We hada ſecond in the be- 
ginning of Xing Fames his time; but the ſame man, and his ſucceſſor 


Arch. 


3. The Hiftoryof Conformity, 
Archbiſhop Bancroft &c- again hindred our ſeeing what concerned 
dur peace, We 2 a third opportunity 3 Majeſties Reſtau- 


ration z by whoſe means it was then hindred, all know. We have ſince 


met with 20 years trouble more, or very nigh. 

We have a fourth before us at this time, upon the diſcovery of this 
Execr able Popiſh Plot. When God calleth us under the penalty of 
all that is dear unto us, to ſeek peace amongſt our ſelves, ( for our 
Saviour hath told us, A Kingdow divided againſt it ſelf cannot ſtand). 


All other propoſals for Union, but the abating thoſe /mpoſitions - 


which divide us, are meer idle toys and vanities. Good men can- 
not love peace-ſo well, as to. purchaſe it by ſubmiſſion to things 
which they judge finful. If we ſhould loſe this alſo, I ſhall —_ 


Inter teien be to thoſe | that hate us, and to the Enemies of 
eur God. We may look for good, but no good will come. 


